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modern plain spire conical in shape and strongly marked witk
horizontal mouldings, or domes of various shapes. One-
temple (Griffin's Monuments of India, Plate LXXI) which is
reached by a high flight of stairs, has a fagade in which there
is an arched gateway planted by two smaller arches, and the
wings are decorated with blind arcades. All the arches are
cusped. The facade is surmounted by a waggon-shaped
vault in the middle and small domes at either side. The rib-
bed dome over the sanctum rises behind them. Not a single
sculptured figure adorns the temple. The other temples show
similar features.
The temples of Muktagin14 near Gawilgadh in Berar are
like the Sonagadh temples of the domed style copied from-
Muslim art.
Further south in the Madras Presidency the influence of
Islamic styles appears in the civil buildings of the Hindu,
rulers, in the palaces and pavilions of Vijayanagar and
Chandragin^ Madura and Tanjore. The temples and other
sacred buildings * continued to be built on traditional lines
although in the north even their style was modified in accord-
ance with the new tastes.
In spite of the fact that the Vijayanagar Kingdom was con-
tinually at war with the neighbouring Muslim kingdoms, there
appears to have been much religious tolerance and great
appreciation of each other's cultures. The *Adilshahi Sultans
of Bijapur, like their more illustrious successors the Moghul
emperors, were notorious for their leanings towards Hinduism,
and both the 'Adilshahis and Nizam-Shahis of Ahmadnagar
Freely patronized Maratha chiefs and employed Hindu officers,
for their administration and Hindu troops for their armies..
"The latter gave a great impetus to the Marathl language by
making it the language of their official transactions. The
Hindu rulers of Vijayanagar reciprocated these feelings, they
took Muslim troops in their employ, encouraged Muslim,
14Fergusson: Op. cit., Vol. II, p. 45.